Chinese Backpack Project

Date for Collection: August 15-16, 2009 @ Dragonboat Festival in Hartford, CT
Goal:
Fill 1500 backpacks with school supplies and books for schoolchildren in Mianyang: a school that suffered massive damage and loss of life in a recent earthquake.

Supplies needed:

1 pkg of blue or black ink pens - med. point (min. of 12)

1 pkg  # 2 lead pencils (min. of 24)

1 pkg of wide ruled notebook paper (min. of 100 sheets)

1 pkg. of various erasers


Each backpack should include (1) dictionary and (1) reading book : (all paperbacks for weight purposes)

Dictionaries

Middle school age reading level books (Grades 6-8)
Harry Potter

Small books or pamphlets that talk about CT or its history or its famous citizens.

Books on famous Americans

Travel posters of the US or CT or maps of the US. (Be careful about maps of the world - make sure that China is in the center.)

Kathleen (Kat) from CT State Library has provided a list of children’s books set in CT: 

http://ct.webjunction.org/ct/child-collection/articles/content/1090809 
Lerner Publishing has numerous history series, with many titles written by CT authors; perhaps they could point to CT-specific candidates:

http://www.lernerbooks.com/cgi-in/books.sh/lernerpublishing.p?navaction=subject_f5.w&navvalue=SS-History 

Mark Twain House - http://www.marktwainhouse.org/
CT Historical Society - http://www.chs.org/
Institute for American Indian Studies (www.birdstone.org).

Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center - http://www.pequotmuseum.org/
Small packages of candy—(no chocolate or anything else that might melt)
What we CANNOT include for cultural, safety and/or shipping reasons:

Anything sharp

No make-up or personal/hygiene items

Liquids

Flammable objects

Knives, scissors,

Breakable objects
Anything that might melt in extreme heat – candles, chocolate

Religious items

Anything of a “mature or adult content”
